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FORM - IV

Statement about ownership and other particulars about
newspaper New Centuryin Ungal Noolagam to be published in
the first issue every year after the last day March.

1. Place of Publication : Chennai

2. Periodicity of its Publication : Monthly

: A.Sivakumar

: Indian

: Pavai Printers (P) Ltd.,
16(142), Jani Jhan khan Road,
Royapettah, Chennai - 14.

3. Printer’s Name
Nationality
Address

4. Publisher’s Name
Nationality
Address

: Shanmugam Saravanan

: Indian

: New Century’s Readers Sangam,
16 (142), Jani Jhan khan Road,
Royapettah, Chennai - 14.

5. Editor’s Name : T.Stalin Gunasekaran
Nationality

Address

: Indian
: 16 (142), Jani Jhan khan Road,
Royapettah, Chennai - 14.

6. Names and addresses of individuals those who own the
newspaper and partners or shareholders holding more than one
percent of the total capital.

I, Shanmugam Saravanan, hereby declare that the particulars
given above are true to the best of my knowledge and belief.

(Shanmugam Saravanan)

Signature of Publisher
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Beyond Villainy:
Exploring Surpanakha's

Complexity in Kavita Kane's
Retelling

Mr. Aaron Joe Edwin |
&
Dr. Amutha. M

Abstract: Myth and literature are closely related . Introduction

categories. The influence of myth on literature : As we look at the works of Indian women
has been significant, spanning from the works of : yriters in this 21st century, the shift in the feminist
Chaucer to those of contemporary writers. Despite : vision is more than visible. Countries like India
appearing as distinct forms, myth and literature are cannot accept western feminism as it is for their
intricately intertwined. In the present day, modern : values, which are different from those of western
writers frequently reinterpret myths by placing : countries. But the winds of change have blown
them in a contemporary context or by presenting : fast and made its influence in India. Feminism
them from the viewpoint of diverse characters. The : is a struggle for feminine identity and women’s
impact of feminism in the literary world has made : equality within the patriarchal society of India.
the retelling of myths by women through women : Indian women writers have moved from subjective
characters very common. : matters towards a larger social canvas, crossed

Kavita Kane, an acclaimed Indian author : over to positions which empathize with the

and advocate for gender equality, delves into : vulnerability of all human beings irrespective of sex,

the realm of Indian mythology by reimagining : and have acquired a new sense of subject - hood.

female characters from the Ramayana and the : Some of them have transformed the portrayal of a

Mahabharatha in her novels. This study focuses ; stereotypical suffering woman into an aggressive

on the character Meenakshi, famously known as : or independent person who is trying to seck an

Surpanakha, the princess of Lanka and the sole : identity of her own.

sister of King Ravan, as depicted in Kavita Kane's : Kavita Kane is an Indian novelist whose area

novel "Lanka’s Princess." Through the lens of Carl : of interest is Indian mythology. She was born

Jung's theory of individuation, the analysis aims to : it Mumbai and brought up in Patna and Delhi.

shed light on how Kane exploring the complexities : Having studied and lived in Pune for many years,

of protagonist and breaks the stereotypical view on she considers herself as good as married to the city,

the protagonist by her retelling, where she now lives with her mariner husband,
By, GO @heiufesr
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Prakash, two daughters, Kimaya and Amiya. She :
completed her post-graduation in Literature and :
: experience and is acquired personally, while
She began her career as a senior journalist and then :
worked as an Assistant Editor in the Times of India :
and Daily News and Analysis. Later, she resigned :
her job to dedicate her life to become a writer. She is
an expert in retelling mythology. Most of her novels :
are retellings of the mythical marginalised female :
: Jung believed that the images and structures which
Her novel Karna’s Wife: The Outcast’'s Queen made :
her famous and it is her bestselling book. After that :
she became a full-time writer. In her novels, she :
has re-written the Indian Epics. Most of her novels : Collective Unconscious the phrase Individuation
are in the form of a bildungsroman, which means :

that novel moves from childhood to adulthood of individuation process is, as described by Jung, “.. .the

: process by which a person becomes a psychological

The novel Lanka's Princess written by Kavita :
Kane, published in 2016, is a novel that provides a
reinterpretation of the character Surpanakha from :
the Indian epic, the Ramayana. The novel explores :
the life and perspective of Surpanakha, who is :
traditionally portrayed as the sister of Ravana and :
a key figure in the events leading to the abduction :
of Sita. Kane's work goes beyond the conventional :
depiction of Surpanakha as a vengeful demoness :
and delves into her backstory, motivations, and the
mentioned are the archetypes of the persona, the
. shadow, the anima, and the self. These can be seen

Jung’s theory of the individuation process is :

the basis of this study. This study aims to analyse : as crucial archetypes and symbols that help people

the protagonist Meenakshi of the novel Lanka’s : find their identities. Also these archetypes are the

Princess and demonstrates several stages of Jung’s basis of Jung’s Individuation process.

individuation process. The rationale behind :
selecting Kavita Kane's novel for this research is :
primarily based on the author's own statements in :
interviews. In her interview, Kane expresses, "In
Lanka's Princess, I have humanised a demonised :
character, showing that Meenakshi just had :
shades of grey, and focused on how she became :
Surpanakha. I've fleshed out her character, through
Ravan, Sita, Ram and Lakshman" (Kuenzang). So :
. to complete the individuation process.

In order to analyze the protagonist Meenakshi and : The Persona

shed light on the grey aspects of her personality, it :

is fitting t;ﬁpply J uI}llgls th‘e011‘yt;)1f the 1nd1\;1duatg)ln actor (20), that is, a mask a character puts on to
process. LS psychologlcal theoty expiores ™€ : pide one's true self. However, one does not easily

process of self-discovery and self-realization, which : ] .
. present one’s persona because one must then risk

: a confrontation with oneself. Jung describes it as

One of the founders of archetypal theory is looking into water and seeing a reflection of oneself.

psychoanalyst Carl Gustav Jung. Jung describes : First, you see the face which the world sees, the

archetypes as innate structures in the human persona, and if confronting that face seen in the

mind (Knox 12). Jung also believes that there are : yyater, one will see the face underneath the persona

(Jung 20).

Mass Communication in the University of Pune.

characters of the Ramyana and the Mahabharatha.

protagonist.

complexities of her character.

Kane wants to bring out the grey part of Meenakshi.

aligns with Meenakshi's journey in the novel.

two separate forms of unconscious, the personal

By, OF@haiufesr

unconscious, and the collective unconscious. The
personal unconscious accommodates personal

the collective unconscious is not individual but
universal and images and structures are the same
for all. The collective unconscious is now known
as archetypes (Jung 3-4). In Anthony Steven’s book
The Handbook of Jungian Psychology Theory,
Practice and Application it is also mentioned that

could be seen in the collective unconscious could
also be found in myths, religion, and fairy tales (75).

In Jung’s book The Archetypes and the

process is often mentioned. The basic idea of the

‘individual’, that is, a separate, indivisible unity or
‘whole’” (275). Also he described it as a process that
brings the unconscious ego forward to what we call
reality. It is also mentioned that it is dangerous to
suppress whatever the inner unconscious ego does
contain (288). Although there is no exact reference to
the number of stages included in the individuation
process, Jung does mention this process throughout
his works on the collective unconscious, and
some phrases and archetypes that are repeatedly

In this paper, Kavita Kane’s novel Lanka’s
Princess will be analysed. The analysis will be
structured by the four phases of the individuation
process. Each phase will deal with the character of
Meenakshi of Kavita Kane’s Lanka’s Princess and
the way she encounters the archetype. After each
of the four phases has been analysed, the entire
individuation process will be briefly summarized
to create a picture of the importance of each phase

Jung describes the persona as the mask of the

arl1ged 2024
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The protagonist of the novel, Lanka’s princess :
Meenakshi, is the reason for the war between Prince :
Ram and King Ravan, because of her aggressiveness :

and ill - motives. So she is famously depicted as :

Surpanakha, which means monster in both the epic embodying a character that is remarkably self-

and in society. During her childhood, Meenakshi reliant. She is willing to push herself to any limit

attacks her elder brother Ravan, who kills her pet : in order to attain her objectives. Her archetypal

goat, which makes her feel furious, and heavily : persona is characterized by immense fortitude and

wounds Ravan with her nails. Naturally she has . aggressiveness when confronted with the challenges

long, sharp nails. Ravan did not expect this attack of the outside world,

from his sister, which made him angry, and calls : The Shadow

his sister Surphanakha, a monster and tells her it
is the right name for her (Kane 9). Nonetheless, :

she refrains from becoming angry; understanding :

that her nails function as a means of safeguarding . with the true self of the character or oneself. The

herself. In situations where she is criticized as a : second stage of the individuation process is that

monster or associated with Surpanakha due to her : ©f the shadow. Even if the mask of the persona is

assertive nature, she elects to ignore such judgments. : removed, one is not left solely with the self, but

Moreover, she decides that if she experiences harm : we are also presented with the shadow that can

from another individual, she will retaliate by using : cither be accepted, which will help the character

¢ move forward in the individuation process, or

: denied, by projecting everything negative onto

Kaikesi, along with her son Ravan, schemes : he environment (Jung 21). Vogler also describes

to reclaim the throne of Lanka. Meanwhile, the archetypal shadow as an enemy or repressed

Meenakshi’s half-brother, Kuber, arrives at her : tormenting feelings such as guilt or traumas of the

: hero (65-66).
her mother about the plan to seize control of :

Lanka. In a bid to intimidate them, Kuber makes reason behind the archetypal persona of Meenakshi

. and brings out the real Meenakshi behind the

Viman. Despite Meenakshi's belief that her father 5 Surpanakha‘ Meenakshi faced discrimination in

will intervene and rescue her from Kuber, he : her own family by her parents and siblings from

her childhood. Her mother, Kaikesi, doesn’t like
: Meenakshi. Kaikesi was disappointed that her
own hands, launching an attack on Kuber with her :
: daughter is a dark monkey and calls her ugly (Kane

Vidyujiva, the leader of the Kalkeya clan, . 3). Kaikesi always feels proud and supports her son

develops feelings for Meenakshi and eventually : Ravan. Her other brother, Vibhishan, isa .favourlte
; . ...+ of her father, Vishravas. So, from the birth itself, she

weds her following a strenuous confrontation with : . .
N . N . . : was treated as an outcast in her own family by her
Meenakshi's relatives. Meenakshi's family remains : o
. . .. . : own parents and siblings.
skeptical of Vidyujiva's affection towards her, :

suspecting that he is scheming to seize the throne of : litv. The ch R had
Lanka. Consequently, Ravan and his siblings bide : P¢r5°1d ity. The character Ravan act as shadow

s . . : for Meenakshi. During their childhood, Ravan
their time and ultimately slay Meenakshi's spouse, : . s .
Vidvaiva. in battle. Meenakshi's entire famil : commits the unfortunate act of killing Meenakshi's

yajiva, m batte. ¥ e AT peloved pet goat. Consequently, Meenakshi directs
concurs that Vidyujiva is a treacherous individual : h ds her older brother. holdine hi
h tunistically sought to eliminate Ravan. & .. o towards ner o der brother, holding fum
who oppor .y y soug _ “* ¢ accountable for his actions. In response, their
Despite the family's stance, Meenakshi remains : mother, Kaikesi, intervenes to protect Ravan and

resolute and demands an explanation for her : reprimands Meenakshi for her behavior, yet refrains

husband's demise. Subsequently, she departs from : from punishing Ravan for his transgression.

the palace with her son Kumar, opting to reside in :

the Dandak forest independently, without relying of discrimination from her family. Ravan is there

* in all her discrimination or Ravan is the reason

her claws to inflict pain.

residence in the absence of her brothers to warn
an effort to abduct Meenakshi using his Pushpak
disappoints her, causing her to lose faith in her

parents. Consequently, she takes matters into her

nails and successfully escaping from his clutches.

on her family.

eTLigey 2024

The persona of Meenakshi is exemplified by
all these occurrences. In the face of teasing, she
adeptly protects herself by employing her claws. She
consistently maintains faith in her own capabilities,

Jung describes the first confrontation with
one’s self as the removal of the mask and the
persona. During the removal, one is presented

In the novel, Kavita Kane traces out the real

fourth baby was a girl. She comments that her

Shadow is the unknown dark side of the

Like the above incident, Meenakshi faces a lot

By, GO @heiufesr
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behind all the discrimination. In all these domestic :
violations, her mother and others always support :
Ravan. From childhood, Meenakshi didn’t deserve :

any love or affection from her family. The lack : archetype animus in her life and they bring out

of love and the violence are the unknown dark the feminine quality rather than the quality of

side of Meenakshi, which creates trauma in her Surpanakha. They are her grandparents and her
and leads her to act as a Surpanakha at an early : g4, During her childhood, she visits her
age to safeguard herself from an outer world. : grandparents’ house in Dandaka forest and asks
The shadow represents an individual's emotional : . .

. . . . : them to teach magic to her. Meenakshi was so
blind spot. It is evident that Ravan embodies an : L .
archetypal shadow figure for Meenakshi, as he is : aggressive her childhood. So, her grandfather
knowingly or unknowingly responsible for her lack asks E/Ieen}? kshi ,tﬁ) love}? erself. If S}Le do;z that’khf:
of acceptance and love within her family. Despite : &1 mother will teach magic to her. Meenaksh

projecting a strong persona to the external world, : followed her grandfather’s words. That turns her

Meenakshi harbors a suppressed longing for love : into a silent girl.

and acceptance within her shadow self.
The Animus

creatures who, as Jung explains it, “...[infatuate]
young men and suck the life out of them” (25).
However, from this definition one might see the
animus as solely evil, but she can also appear as
an angel of light (Jung 29). But when the woman is

not the anima.

By, OF@haiufesr

tracing out Surpanakha’s animus part is tracing out
feminine qualities of her.

Majorly, there are two people who act as

Secondly, her husband Vidyujiva catalysed the

animus part in her. After the death of Meenakshi’s

The third phase of the individuation process : grandparents and her father’s departure from the

is the meeting with the animus. Jung describes : palace, she restricts herself from the other family

the encounter with the animus as a test of courage members in the palace. For Meenakshi, there is no

(Jung 29). Jung describes the archetype of the anima : ©ne in the family to love or accept her. She lives

by recourse to the water imagery he used when * alone in the palace. All she faced in her childhood

describing the persona archetype. The animus : Was violence and discrimination. At this time,

archetype can be found in the water as a nixie, a : Vidyujiva enters into her life, showers love and

male half-human fish who sometimes ends up in a :
fisherman’s net (24). The animus can also be seen in :
sirens, mermaids, succubuses, and other mythical
: because Vidyujiva belongs to the kalkeya clan and
they are the enemies of Ravana. Vidyujiva sees her
: as Meenakshi, not as a Surpanakha. He showers love
. and accepts her as who she is. That leads Meenakshi

: tolove Vidyujiva. As a result of their love, they had

with his animus, his character becomes aggressive, : a son, Kumar. During this period, in the presence

she becomes violent, vain, jealous, and touchy (Jung : of her husband and her son, she had a very smooth

70). The animus is often represented by the opposite : relationship with her family and she never felt alone

sex (Jung 124). In a man, the archetype is called : j; that palace.

anima and is projected as female, but in a woman :

the projection is called animus and is projected as :

male. Considering this study deals with female . individualization process. Meenakshi has masculine
protagonists, the focus will be on the animus, and . characteristics. So tracing out feminine qualities in

: Surpanakha is the animus part of Meenakshi. Her

It is quite different to trace an animus part of graqd parents and her husband Vidyujiva are Fhe
protagonist Meenakshi. Anima and animus are the : two important people who act as catalysts to bring

contra sexuality of both man and woman. Contra : out the animus part of Meenakshi.

sexuality means a secondary sexual character one The Self

poses, i.e. The feminine characteristics in men and :

masculine characteristics in women. In the novel @ is to achieve the archetypal self, the meeting of

Lanka’s Princess, the protagonist Meenakshi holds : the unconscious and the conscious. One could see

masculine characteristics such as aggressiveness, : thjs as the creation of awareness. The analysis has

taking revenge etc. Whenever she holds these : presented how the protagonist in Kavita Kane’s

characteristics, she is portrayed as Surpanakha, a : |, ve] uses persona to hide and disguise their

mons‘ter m Fhe novel. So, in this alr.lalysii, t}l:e anlmus ¢ true self. During this phase the persona should be
part. 15 tracmg.o.ut gontra sexuality which contains : removed, and the actual self should be presented
feminine qualities in Surpanakha. In other words, :

: and accepted.

he makes her feel she is loved by him. Meenakshi
falls in love with Vidyujiva and marries him even
after, with strong disagreement from her family,

Archetype animus is the third phase of the

The final goal of the individuation process
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The bed chamber in Ayodhya palace serves as :
the setting for the encounter between Lakshman and :
the protagonist, Meenakshi, where she experiences :
a profound sense of self-discovery. Prior to this, :
Meenakshi forms a loving bond with Vidyujiva :
and establishes her own family. Tragically, she :
endures the loss of both her husband and son. The
immense grief and anguish resulting from this loss :
engender feelings of resentment and suppression :
within her, causing her inner demons to grow larger, :
darker, and more powerful, ultimately transforming :
Meenakshi into a Surpanakha once again. Driven by :
a desire for vengeance, Meenakshi seeks retribution
against Ravan, Ram, and Lakshman, whom she
holds responsible for the deaths of her loved ones.
While she has already exacted revenge upon Ravan :
and Ram, her focus now shifts towards avenging :
: love. Unfortunately, she never receives the warmth,
: love, and acceptance from her family. This is why,

Lakshman, the individual responsible for :

the death of her beloved son Kumar and the : after her marriage, she insists that Vidyujiva does

disfigurement of her nose and ear, becomes the target ; not stay with her family and instead takes her to

of Surpanakha's vengeance. In an attempt to make : his hometown.

Lakshman suffer as she has, Surpanakha decides :

to kill his son, Angad. Surpanakha believes that by she retorted. ‘Makes sense not being king of your

taking away Lakshman's son, he will experience the : own land? Makes sense being a vassal, owing
emotional pain and fear of losing a loved one, which : allegiance and service to my brother, and staying
goes beyond mere physical suffering. However, to : in his palace and not yours?’ She could not keep the
Surpanakha's surprise, Lakshman acknowledges tiny snap from her voice. (Kane 131)
his mistake and confesses his wrongdoing to her :
in the presence of his wife, Urmila. He humbly :
puts down his sword, kneeling before Meenakshi, :
. innate ability to effortlessly socialize with others,
This unexpected display of remorse and humility :
from Lakshman catches Surpanakha off guard. She :
recalls her brother Kumbha's final words to her, :
emphasizing the healing power of compassion. In :
a remarkable turn of events, Surpanakha forgives
Lakshman, returns Angad to him, and transforms :
into Meenakshi. Reflecting on her past actions, she :
experiences guilt for the lives lost, including those :

of her own kin. She realizes that love is found in depths of Dandak forest. It is within this secluded

compassion, not aggression. In this transformative :
moment, Meenakshi embodies the archetype of :
self. The interactions between Lakshman and :
Surpanakha, particularly his behavior towards :

her, serve as catalysts for her journey towards self-
: killed him!! I...I...found him lying in a pool of

: his own blood, his head cut off...” (Kane 183).

. . : Overwhelmed with grief, she learns of the presence
Surpanakha erpbarkst onajourney to dis COVET - of two seemingly invincible individuals, Ram and
her true S?lf’. starting with her struggle .to ﬁ_nd : Lakshman, within the very forest that has become
her role x:v1th{n her o”w|n famﬂ%f‘ The opening .lme : her sanctuary. Furthermore, she is informed that
of Lanka's Princess, "It's a girl" (Kane 1), initially : ;¢ of them is responsible for the tragic loss of her

brings a sense of joy, but the subsequent narrative : (i jife.

Lakshman.

and sincerely apologizes, begging for his son's life.

realization.
The Process and the Journey of Individuation

eTLigey 2024

reveals that the baby is regarded as nothing more
than a burden. Even as a baby, her mother Kaikesi
despises her. Meenakshi, from a young age, idolizes
her father and sees him as the embodiment of her
family. However, this perception shatters when her
half-brother Kuber attempts to abduct her, and her
father fails to react. This betrayal causes her to lose
faith in her parents. In order to protect herself from
the outside world, she transforms into an aggressive
child, adopting the name Surpanakha. Meenakshi
embraces this name because it allows her to keep
her distance from others and provides a sense of
safety and security. Consequently, Meenakshi
decides to construct her identity around this image,
and she succeeds in doing so. Through her persona,
Surpanakha defines herself as a fierce individual,
but in reality, Meenakshi is someone who longs for

It makes sense being away from your kingdom?

Vidyujiva serves as the sole catalyst for the
animus part of Meenakshi's being, instilling a sense
of contentment within her familial bonds. With an

Meenakshi becomes a beloved figure among the
children in her family, as her heart brims with the
love bestowed upon her by Vidyujiva. However, the
tragic demise of Vidyujiva at the hands of her own
brothers rekindles Meenakshi's dormant aggression,
compelling her to seek vengeance for her brother,
Ravan. Consequently, she departs from Lanka
alongside her son, Kumar, and ventures into the

wilderness that she imparts the necessary skills to
her son, preparing him to exact retribution upon
Ravan. Yet, amidst her arduous training, Meenakshi
receives a horrifying revelation that her beloved son
has met an untimely demise. “He’s dead! Someone

By, GO @heiufesr
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...She had been walking for days and weeks :
now; she did not know where. Lanka? Dandak?
Or some random shelter in this kingdom? Or her : pew perspective on Surpanakha is revealed. In
: this narrative, Surpanakha grapples with various
father was alive. But she was sure she would not :
be welcomed at either places. It did not matter

anymore, noting mattered anymore. All was over, :
: Surpanakha's innermost thoughts, desires, and
She had lost all those she had once loved: challenges, readers are provided with a more
. N " ¢ profound insight into her multifaceted character.
Vidyujiva, Kumar, Kumbha, Meghnad. For whom : 1 ts S Kha's ethics i d
: presents Surpanakha's ethics in a nuance
: manner, blurring the boundaries between right
: and wrong. This approach enables Surpanakha
and tries to kill his baby to take revenge on her :
son’s death. But Lakshman’s way of handling the
situation aids Meenakshi to attain the archetype self. :

Following Lakshman's apology, she comprehends : complexities and humanity that shape Surpanakha.

the significance of love and family. She becomes : Works Cited
aware of the repercussions of her hostility and :
the adverse outcomes stemming from her past :
actions. This newfound awareness propels her
towards individuation. Meenakshi recognizes her :
true nature and experiences a sense of emptiness :
within herself. The realization of her true self unveils
how her aggressive and vengeful tendencies led to :
the loss of all her beloved family members. This :
realization burdens her with guilt, causing her inner
turmoil and a feeling of desolation. She comes to :
the realization that there is no longer any purpose :
left in her life. “I had lived a dead life; would I die
a better death?” (Kane 296) is the only thought that :

father’s ashram? She was not aware even if her

she had nothing left in her.

could she go on? (Kane 295)

Meenakshi enters into Lakshman’s bedroom

ghosted her.

In the process of Meenakshi's journey towards :
individuation, she adopts an aggressive persona as a
means of protecting herself from the external world. :
However, beneath this facade, she is still a vulnerable :
child who yearns for love and acceptance. This aspect
of her personality can be understood through the :
character of Ravan, who represents the archetypal :
shadow. Nevertheless, Meenakshi's husband,
Vidujiva, recognizes her longing and fills the void :
with his love, which in turn triggers the development :
of her animus. The tragic loss of her husband
intensifies her shadow and serves as a catalyst for her :
desire for revenge. As she seeks vengeance against :
Lakshman, her actions ultimately lead her towards
self-discovery and the realization that love is found :
in compassion, rather than in seeking retribution. :
Through this transformative journey, Meenakshi

achieves individuation in her life.

By, OF@haiufesr

Conclusion:

Through this process of individuation, a

internal conflicts, including feelings of inadequacy,
a desire for validation, and the pursuit of self-
discovery throughout the story. By delving into

to transcend the traditional portrayal of her as a
one-dimensional antagonist in the Ramayana. Such
a retelling facilitates a deeper exploration of the
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