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FORM - IV

Statement about ownership and other particulars about
newspaper New Centuryin Ungal Noolagam to be published in
the first issue every year after the last day March.

1. Place of Publication : Chennai

2. Periodicity of its Publication : Monthly

. A.Sivakumar

: Indian

: Pavai Printers (P) Ltd.,
16(142), Jani Jhan khan Road,
Royapettah, Chennai - 14.

3. Printer’s Name
Nationality
Address

. Publisher’s Name
Nationality
Address

: Shanmugam Saravanan

: Indian

: New Century’s Readers Sangam,
16 (142), Jani Jhan khan Road,
Royapettah, Chennai - 14.

5. Editor’s Name
Nationality
Address

: T.Stalin Gunasekaran

: Indian

: 16 (142), Jani Jhan khan Road,
Royapettah, Chennai - 14.

6. Names and addresses of individuals those who own the
newspaper and partners or shareholders holding more than one
percent of the total capital.

I, Shanmugam Saravanan, hereby declare that the particulars
given above are true to the best of my knowledge and belief.

(Shanmugam Saravanan)

Signature of Publisher

By, Qo @paiufsir
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% Article

PRESS START: GAMIFIED SOLUTIONS FOR ELEVATING
EDUCATOR PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

- Akshaya M

Introduction

Gamification, a concept widely recognized in
education and training, involves the integration of
game-like elements such as points, rewards, challenges,
and leaderboards into non-game contexts. Its primary
purpose is to enhance user engagement, motivation,
and learning by leveraging the intrinsic human desire
for achievement, competition, and recognition. When
applied to Continuous Professional Development
(CPD), gamification offers a dynamic approach to
addressing long-standing challenges, such as low
participation and disengagement among educators.
CPD programs, designed to enhance professional skills
and keep educators updated with evolving practices,
often fail to maintain sustained interest due to their
conventional, lecture-driven formats. By embedding
gamified strategies, CPD programs can become more
interactive, enjoyable, and impactful.

The traditional structure of CPD often involves
passive learning modes, such as lectures or standardized
modules, which may lack contextual relevance or fail to
cater to the diverse needs of adult learners. Educators,
juggling demanding schedules, may perceive such
programs as monotonous or burdensome, leading

to low attendance and minimal knowledge retention.
Furthermore, many CPD programs struggle to create
a sense of community and collaboration among
participants, which is vital for promoting meaningful
professional growth. The disconnect between the
design of CPD programs and the motivational needs
of adult learners highlights a critical issue: How to
make professional development engaging, relevant,
and effective?

Gamification provides a solution to this engagement
crisis by transforming the learning experience into a
participatory and rewarding journey. For instance,
incorporating elements like progress tracking, badges
for accomplishments, and collaborative challenges
can create a sense of achievement and encourage
continuous participation. Educators are no longer
passive recipients of information but become active
players in their professional growth, motivated by
clear goals, immediate feedback, and opportunities
to showcase their expertise. Gamification aligns
particularly well with adult learning principles,
emphasizing self-direction, practical application, and
problem-solving.
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The purpose of this paper is to present a simplified
theoretical explanation of how gamification enhances
CPD by increasing engagement, motivation, and
collaboration among educators. Drawing from
established learning and motivational theories, such

as Self-Determination Theory (SDT), Experiential : challenges or tasks aligned with their professional goals,

Learning Theory, and Social Learning Theory. This explore multiple “paths” or “levels” to progress at their

paper outlines how gamified strategies can meet the : o pace, and engage in scenario-based challenges

psychological and professional needs of educators. It that allow them to choose their approach. By fostering

also examines the mechanisms through which game @, 066 of control and independence, gamification

elements create a more immersive and meaningful : . . . ,
¢ enhances educators’ investment in their CPD journey,

CPD experience.

By addressing the root causes of disengagement :
) - SO : b. Competence
and leveraging the motivational power of gamification, :

: programs due to rigid structures and predetermined
content, leading to disengagement among educators.
. Gamification addresses this by introducing flexibility
: and choice, enabling participants to tailor their
: learning experience. For example, educators can select

: encouraging active participation.

CPD programs can shift from being an obligation

theoretical exploration not only highlights the benefits

Competence, the drive to master tasks and achieve

to an opportunity for growth and connection. This a sense of accomplishment, is often undermined in

. traditional CPD programs due to a lack of immediate

designing CPD programs that inspire sustained :
: by incorporating features like points, badges, and
progress bars that provide realtime feedback and
: recognition of achievements. Educators can earn
: badges for completing modules, solving challenges,
: or mastering specific skills, while leaderboards and

participation and foster lifelong learning. Through
a gamified approach, CPD can evolve into a
transformative experience that equips educators with
the skills, confidence, and enthusiasm to thrive in their
roles.

This paper seeks to contribute to the growing
. fostering a sense of achievement. Incremental rewards,
- such as unlocking new content or earning certificates,
: further motivate participants to persist in their CPD
activities and strive for excellence, creating a positive
: reinforcement loop.

discourse on gamification in education, offering insights
into its application in CPD and encouraging further
exploration of its potential to revolutionize professional
development.

Gamification in CPD

In the context of Continuous Professional
Development (CPD), gamification’s potential lies in :

its capacity to address adult learners' unique needs,

promoting an environment that is both engaging and programs that provide limited opportunities for

practical. This section explores how gamification aligns :

: collaboration or interaction. Gamification addresses

with three key theories: SelfDetermination Theory this by incorporating social features that foster
(SDT), Experiential Learning Theory, and Social : Y P &
I /> Tll_:: Togeth thg & ¥ s e community and teamwork, such as team quests
eal;’mts ﬁ;’orﬁ- (;gether, esfe an.le.zwct;r -PrOCgDe : or collaborative challenges where educators work
arobustjusiiication for the use of gamuication " : together to solve problems, peer recognition through

Self-Determination Theory (SDT)
Self-Determination Theory, developed by Deci

and Ryan, emphasizes the role of intrinsic motivation

in fostering sustained learning and engagement.

According to SDT, individuals are most motivated : educators to build networks, share knowledge, and feel

when three core psychological needs are met: part of a supportive learning community.

of gamification but also provides a framework for and tangible feedback, leaving participants uncertain

about their progress. Gamification addresses this

scoreboards highlight individual and team progress,

c. Relatedness

Relatedness, the need for meaningful connections

with others, is often neglected in traditional CPD

: upvotes, comments, or shared leaderboards, and virtual
: communities or forums for exchanging ideas, sharing
: achievements, and offering support. By facilitating
© social interaction, gamified CPD programs enable

autonomy, competence, and relatedness. Gamification :

directly addresses these needs, making it a powerful : needs identified by SDT—autonomy, competence,

tool for enhancing engagement in CPD.
a. Autonomy

Autonomy, the ability to make choices and take

In sum, gamification satisfies the three core

and relatedness—making it an effective strategy for
: enhancing intrinsic motivation and engagement in
: CPD.

ownership of actions, is often lacking in traditional CPD  :
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Experiential Learning Theory

David Kolb, emphasizes the importance of learning
through experience. According to Kolb, effective
learning is a cyclical process involving four stages:

conceptualization, and active experimentation.
promote deep learning.

a. Concrete Experience

Gamification enables educators to engage

meaningful. For instance, a gamified CPD module
on classroom management might present interactive

scenarios where educators address disruptive student :

behavior, while role-playing games could allow them
risk-free environment. These immersive activities
engaging and applicable.

b. Reflective Observation

Reflection, a crucial aspect of experiential learning,
allows educators to analyze their experiences and

facilitates this process effectively. It incorporates
instant feedback mechanisms to highlight successes

insights. By encouraging reflective observation,

gamified CPD ensures that participants learn from and practice new strategies.

their experiences and transform lessons into actionable
strategies for professional growth.

c. Abstract Conceptualization

Abstract conceptualization, which involves
synthesizing knowledge and forming new ideas, is

challenge, educators can engage in debriefing sessions

to analyze their performance and discuss relevant
: by integrating collaborative elements. Team-based
within gamified modules test their understanding of key :
principles before advancing. This blending of theory :
: promote friendly competition and interaction. Features
like discussion forums and chat options provide

pedagogical theories, while “knowledge checkpoints”

and practice ensures that educators not only develop
new skills but also grasp the underlying rationale

: for their application, deepening their professional

Experiential Learning Theory, developed by understanding.

: d.Active Experimentation: Testing New Strategies

The final stage of Kolb’s learning cycle involves

: applying newly acquired knowledge in real-world

concrete experience, reflective observation, abstract : .ontexts. and gamification supports this by encouraging

. educators to experiment with different approaches and

Gamification naturally aligns with this model by : jeam from the outcomes. For instance, after completing

providing hands-on, immersive experiences that a gamified module on differentiated instruction,
. educators can implement their learning in their
: classrooms and share their experiences through the
platform. Features like progress tracking and rewards
in simulated, real-world tasks that reflect their : further incentivize ongoing experimentation and
professional challenges, making learning practical and : skill refinement. By aligning with Kolb’s experiential
: learning cycle, gamified CPD programs ensure that

: professional development is practical, reflective, and

transformative.

: Social Learning Theory
to experiment with various teaching strategies in a :

Social Learning Theory, proposed by Albert

Bandura, emphasizes the role of observation, imitation,

provide concrete experiences directly relevant to their : ;14 social interaction in learning. According to

roles, ensuring that professional development is both Bandura, individuals learn not only through direct
experience but also by observing and interacting with
. others. Gamification leverages these principles to create

. collaborative, community-driven CPD experiences.

: a. Observation and Modeling
identify areas for improvement, and gamification :

In traditional CPD settings, opportunities to

. observe best practices or model behaviors are limited.

: Gamified CPD programs overcome this limitation by

and mistakes, opportunities to replay scenarios or : incorporating features such as Video-based scenarios

revisit tasks to refine approaches, and peer or mentor : yhere participants can observe effective teaching

feedback within collaborative games to foster deeper practices.

Role-playing games that allow educators to model

Virtual mentors or avatars that demonstrate best

: practices within the game environment.

These features provide educators with concrete

examples to emulate, enhancing their understanding

. and confidence.
seamlessly integrated into gamified CPD programs : . ) )
by connecting practical activities with theoretical : P- Social Interaction and Collaboration

concepts. For example, after completing a game-based :
. interaction in fostering knowledge sharing and mutual

Social Learning Theory emphasizes the role of
support, and gamified CPD programs leverage this

challenges encourage participants to work together
and pool their expertise, while social leaderboards

By, Qo @paiufsir
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spaces for exchanging ideas and seeking advice. :
These collaborative components cultivate a sense of :
community, making the learning experience more :

engaging, enjoyable, and impactful.

c. Peer Recognition and Motivation

and appreciated.

and grow together.

professional growth for educators.
Challenges and Considerations

CPD, itis essential to acknowledge potential drawbacks

. References

and challenges that may arise in its implementation.

Overemphasis on Competition

Perception of Gamification as Gimmicky or
Irrelevant

Some educators may find gamification gimmicky

: or irrelevant to their professional development. For
: those unfamiliar with or resistant to game-based

Recognition from peers is a powerful motivator learning methods, the use of game-like elements might
for reinforcing positive behaviors, and gamification seem superficial or unsuitable fc.)r. seljious professional
incorporates this through features like points or groth.. Over—relllance on. gamification may lead .to
badges awarded for helping others or contributing : skepticism about its educational value. To address this,
to discussions, as well as voting systems that enable  gamification should be integrated thoughtfully into
participants to acknowledge valuable contributions. CPD.progr'amé, ensurng thét it aligns with mea'mn.gful
These mechanisms inspire educators to actively engage learning objectives and provides real-world applications

- that resonate with educators' needs and goals.
in the CPD process, knowing their efforts are valued :

By recognizing and addressing these potential

o . ) ) challenges, gamification can be implemented in a
By aligning with Social Learning Theory, : way that enhances CPD without detracting from its

gamification ensures that CPD programs are interactive, | effectiveness.

collaborative, and community-driven, fostering a :

. . : Conclusion
supportive environment where educators can learn :

Gamification, rooted in psychological and

Thus. the inteeration of eamification into CPD learning theories like Self-Determination Theory,
. ’ & B . : Experiential Learning, and Social Learning Theory,
is strongly supported by Self-Determination Theory, : A )
Experiential Learning Theory, and Social Learning offers a promising solution to enhance engagement
Theory. By addressing core psychological needs, a.nd motivation in CPD. By incorporating elem.ents
promoting hands-on experiences, and fostering : like autonomy, competence, and collaboration,
social interaction, gamification transforms CPD into & ication can tran§ form trradmonal CPD programs
g . c d effecti Th . into more interactive, enjoyable, and effective
2 yr'larmc, e‘ngagmg, and etiec v.e Process. ) f:se : learning experiences. However, to fully understand
theories provide a robust foundation for designing : . . . .
, : its impact, further research and experimentation are
gamified CPD programs that not only enhance : .
o d butal , : needed to explore how gamified methods can be
motivation and engagement but also ensure meaningful - : effectively applied in real CPD settings. Future studies

should assess the longterm outcomes and potential
- challenges of gamification to refine its implementation
While gamification offers numerous benefits in

in professional development programs.

1. Deci, EL., & Ryan, R.M. (1985). Self-Determination

Gamification often incorporates competitive :

Theory: Psychological Inquiry and Educational
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elements like leaderboards and point systems, which : 2. Kolb, D.A. (1984). Experiential Learning: Experience
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particularly for those who are not naturally inclined : 4. Kapp, KM. (2012). The Gamification of Learning
to compete or feel overwhelmed by the pressure ' and ins‘trliction: 'Game-Based Methods and
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can undermine the collaborative and supportive : ) )
environment that CPD aims to promote, discouraging : 5. Deterding, S., Dixon, D, Khal.ed, R., & Nacke,
participation from individuals who may feel left behind  : L. (2011). From Game Demgn Elements to
or demotivated. It is crucial to design gamified CPD : Gamefulness: Defining Gamification.
programs with a focus on personal progress and ¢
intrinsic motivation, rather than solely on external : Research Scholar, Research Department of English
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