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EXISTENTIAL AND HISTORICAL

AND POST COLONIAL DISCOURSE
IN THE SELECT NOVELS OF AMITAV GHOSH

IN AN
ANTIQUE

LAND L

= HUNGRY
W\ TIPE

e S @S NS AMITAY
1A MITTAV 2% ¢ AMIBAY | GHOSH
GHOSH, — AGHOSH

W. M. Seenivas Leandar Bias
& Dr. V. Rajendran

In an Antique Land is a book by Amitav Ghosh that explores the lives
of Abraham Ben Yiju, a 12"-century Jewish merchant, and his enslaved
companions, Ashu and Bomma. Ghosh, a postgraduate scholar, studied in
Egypt and later moved to Nashawy. He narrates the lives of the characters,
including Sir Ronald Ross, a Nobel Prize-winning scientist, and his efforts to
convince him to adopt Islam. The story revolves around Antar, an Egyptian
clerk investigating the disappearance of his colleague Murugan in Calcutta,
and Urmila Roy, a journalist from ‘Calcutta’ magazine. Murugan is interested
in retelling malaria research history, and he finds inspiration in the book
Calcutta Chromosome. Mangla and Lutchman, demi-gods, provide Ross with
malaria research. Urmila serves as a mediator, connecting the plot’s disjointed
elements. Antar later finds Murugan in his living room. Occult figures
Mangla and Lutchman challenge caste-based restrictions in Indian culture,
demonstrating that individuals traditionally deemed weak and oppressed can
possess knowledge and power. The opium trade in China in the 1830s, which
resulted in widespread addiction and profit for British and American traders,
sets the scene for the Ibis trilogy. In 1839, after unsuccessful diplomatic efforts,
Chinese Commissioner Lin Zexu issued a trade prohibition and mandated
the destruction of all opium at the port of Canton. This led to the First Opium
War, in which Britain won over China and entered into a series of imbalanced
treaties, granting them control over Hong Kong.
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: levels of danger and agony associated with the
: removal of the clitoris. Amitav Ghosh abruptly

Amitav Ghosh argues that medieval Egyptian departs from the group out of frustration. Nabeel
and Indian slaves were not as negative as the 3 interjects, stating that the individuals were merely
contemporary perception of slavery. The negative ; Ihquirng and had no mallc:lous.mtentlons. Ghosh
perception of slavery emerged in the seventeenth : realizes that he had the opportunity to narrate a tale
century, coinciding with European arrivals. Instead, : to Nabeel that could have clarified his emotional

people saw them as apprentices, collaborators, and : JSSPONSIVENEss to the innocent questions posed

combatants, symbolizing their deep connection : by the wedding attendees. The text provides a

to God. However, the allusion to Indian slavery is : distressing and detailed description of Amitav

deceptive. During the Indian Ocean trade, Pedro Ghosh'’s upbringing in East Pakistan, both before and

Alvarez Cabral's Portuguese armada surprised ° during its tumultuous transition into Bangladesh,

traders by ordering the Hindu ruler of Calicut to : and highlights the commendable efforts of his

ban Muslims. The Samudra argues that Calicut parents to provide shelter and protection to Hindu

was always accessible to all interested individuals. : refugees amidst the violent mobs of angry Muslims.
Western history has perceived the Indian Ocean :
trade as vulnerable to attacks, necessitating European :
: Bhutas. Ancient Tulunad dedicated sacred places to
Sir Ronald Ross, a Nobel Prize-winning : both the diverse bhutas and the traditional Hindu

physician, is portrayed as a man who works remotely pantheon. The majority of Tuluva people actively

in New York City with his computer system, Ava. : engaged in worshiping both groups of gods,

Antar, a programmer and systems analyst for . Viewing Bhutas and Sanskritic deities as distinct

the International Water Council, also known as : manifestations of divine and supernatural power

LifeWatch’ is asked to use Ava’s Search engine to E that Seamlessly merged Wlth eaCh Other. Fustat, the
find missing information on a partially damaged :
company identification card. Antar reminisces about :
his childhood in a small village near the Nile delta. :
Ava then shares that Calcutta has located the missing :
data from the damaged identification. Antar regrets :
initiating the search, as he had planned to stop :
working and prepare for a supper with his neighbor, :
Tara, who had recently relocated to a flat next to :
Antar’s. Maria, a friend of Antar from Guyana, :
suggested the location to her friend, Tara, who had :

Subalterns, Opium War.
Introduction

intervention.

recently moved to the same floor.

The story begins with Deeti, a young woman
from a small village in northern Bihar state, who
experiences a vivid vision of a magnificent vessel
while frolicking in the Ganges with her daughter
Kabutri. The narrative shifts its focus to Calcutta as
significant events unfold in the lives of Deeti and
Kalua. Hukham Singh, addicted to opium, becomes
ill and passes away unexpectedly. As the chauffeur
for her husband, Kalua devises a cunning strategy

for Mauritius.

reverence, Hindu tradition of cremation, and
clitoridectomy. The language used by the people
asking him questions does not make a distinction in
meaning between the purity of men and women in

By, OF@haiufesr

this context and does not acknowledge the varying

Amitav Ghosh discovered the Bhutas, areligious
cult in Tulunad that worshipped spirit deities called

medieval commerce center and former capital of
Egypt, is described by Amitav Ghosh as a cyclical
trading center with an epic chronotope, allowing
many traders to travel across three continents. The
present-day residents of Nashawy, descendants of
Ben Yiju, have limited knowledge about the external
world compared to their medieval ancestors.
However, Amitav Ghosh, the narrator, travels freely
to Egypt, India, England, and the United States,
investigating the hidden past of a slave.

Abu-Haisira, a Muslim saint, was born into

a Jewish household in the Maghreb region. While
: sailing to Egypt on a rush-woven mat, he embraced
: Islam and was believed to possess the divine blessing
. ofbaraka. Amitav Ghoshusesachauffeurtotransport
¢ him to Damanhour, the burial site, to acquire a train
: ticket to Cairo. India and Egypt, along with the
. coexistence of Muslim and Jewish communities, have
: divided their interconnected histories into separate
. entities. Amitav Ghosh criticizes the oppression

to save her from the funeral pyre. Deeti and Kalua and extreme poverty experienced by the present-

eventually join a group of migrants on a vessel : day residents of Nashawy and Mangalore but

named Ibis, departing from Culcutta and heading : emphasizes that the term slave had a significantly
. different definition during Bomma’s time. Their
During a local wedding, visitors persistently :

question Amitav Ghosh about his supposed cow :

arrangement likely resembled that of a patron and
client rather than a master and slave, as it is currently

: understood. The medieval concept of slavery often
: perplexes modern understandings of service and
: human freedom. During Bomma and Ben Yiju's
- lifespan, they experienced servitude.
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Amitav Ghosh left Egypt in 1981 to hone his :
Arabic language skills and gain fluency in the :
. eventually finds a place to live at Sealdah Station,

dialect that Ben Yiju used in his literary works.

Upon his return to the two communities in 1988, he :
found a close resemblance between the dialects used :

in Lataifa and Nashawy. Ghosh’s comprehensive : going to work to cook fish for Romen Haider’s visit.

She buys the fish and discovers that the Colonial
: Services Gazette dated January 18, 1898, pertains
: to the relocation of D.D. Cunningham from his
: current position to England. Urmila and Murugan
: visit Ross’ estate, where they discover Sonali, who
: reveals that Romen participated in the ceremony
: and that Mrs. Aratounian, the woman at the center
: of the rings, was the landlady of Murugan. They
. return to their flat, only to find Mrs. Aratounian and
. her belongings have disappeared. Antar remembers
: meeting Murugan in 1995, who had submitted an
. application for a relocation from New York to the
: Calcutta branch of the corporation in the twenty-
: first century. Murugan shares his views about Ross

account of the Cairo Geniza, a compilation of
documents from Ben Yijus synagogue, gained
acclaim from various specialists. Ben Yiju fled to
India to avoid a vendetta and married a female slave
named Ashu. After a long period, he returned to his
place of origin and moved to Egypt. Ghosh analyzes
an unidentified slave, Bomma, who worked as an
apprentice to Ben Yiju and eventually took over
the merchant’s business. The Ibis trilogy, set in the
Indian Ocean region before the First Opium War,
offers a unique perspective on the opium trade and
its impact on India, emphasizing the importance
of understanding the historical context and India’s
involvement in the trade.

Ava also discloses that the name on the card :
is L Murugan, a name Antar recalls entering on a E ROSS later infol'med Urmﬂa about usu’lg malaria to
company document several years prior. He was : treat syphilis when there were no other treatment
documenting the disappearance of L. Murugan in : options available.
Calcutta on August 21,1995, the day after Ross's self- :
proclaimed Mosquito Day. Amitav Ghosh’s books
often involve the use of many time periods, and :
Antar is present in Calcutta, standing in front of the :
memorial dedicated to Ronald Ross. He becomes the :

: of transcending nature and attaining immortality.

foremost authority on Ross and his malaria studies.

During a literary event commemorating Phulboni’s
85" birthday, Antar encounters Sonali Das and :
Urmila Roy, two journalists employed; they discuss :
Phulboni’s initial articles, which revolve around a :
character named Laakhan who takes on multiple :
identities. The story highlights the importance of :
understanding the complex relationships between :
individuals and their experiences in the pursuit of :
: who manages a laboratory in Calcutta with a woman

Sonali invites Urmila to visit her apartment named Mangala. Another researcher, Elijah Farley,

and meet Romen Haldar. who is absent without - arrives at the laboratory to investigate a potential

explanation. They eagerly await his arrival, as his : 1ead on parasites.

absence is unusual. Sonali reveals that Phulboni :
is her estranged biological father, which he had :
only revealed to his wife once. Sonali’s mother has :

transmitted the confidential information to her, and :

she is now divulging it to Urmila. Phulboni’s journey : New York werefruitless. Muruganarrives in Calcutta

to Renupur in 1933 involves spending the night in 1995, where he attends the Phulboni lecture and

unaccompanied in an abandoned railway station, : stays ata guest home run by Mrs. Aratounian. Upon

where he encounters an unusually small shrine : arrival, he witnesses Phulboni discussing a past

with the impression of a left hand and the absence : incident of betraying the concept of silence. Murugan

of a thumb. As night falls, he ventures outdoors and : experiences a dream caused by malaria, involving a

encounters an apparitional train that materializes : woman with gray hair, a boy with missing teeth, and

and vanishes. The next morning, the stationmaster : @ mosquito net surrounding his bed. He awakens to

informs Sonali that a Small boy named Laakhan E fll"ld hlS body engulfed ln ﬂames and a Shattered test

knowledge and understanding,.

o9veT 2024

has been residing in the signal room of the station
for several years, with a poorly developed hand. He

where he forms a friendship with a woman.
Urmila’s mother insists she stay home instead of

and the unacknowledged plot, including the fact that

Murugan recounts the story of Abdul Kadir,
who suffered from malaria and offered himself to
Ross for a scientific investigation. His blood played a
crucial role in guiding Ross through important stages
of his research, ultimately leading to the achievement

Murugan believes he has accidentally discovered
a generational experiment with a technology that
allows for the transfer of thoughts and emotions
between individuals. Murugan describes late-
Victorian scholars involved in the study of malaria,
suggesting that their research included mystical
elements that the researchers themselves were
unaware of. One such scholar is D.D. Cunningham,

InThe Calcutta Chromosome, Muruganbelieves
that Lutchman is the individual who proposes that
only anopheles is significant in the spread of malaria.
Antar’s attempts to persuade Murugan to remain in
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tube lying on the floor. In the twenty-first century, :
Antar is reflecting on peculiar memories from Ava, :
including a high body temperature and a juvenile :
lad with missing teeth named Lucky. He requests :
that Ava facilitate his connection with the director of :
: by mosquitoes, was provided with his study by a
L. Murugan’s identification card. The Calcutta :
Chromosome explores the metaphysical nature of :
identity and posits that the educated elite’s version :

: from Egypt, wrote a letter to Aden in which he

of history is more unpredictable and untamed expressed his dissatisfaction with the challenges and

than commonly perceived. The themes encompass : discomfort he faced during his voyage at sea. The

various subjects such as history, politics surrounding : Arabic practice of blood feuds, also known as damm,

disorders, : is based on the principle of prioritizing familial
technology, and memory. The author combines . alliances. In the event of a murder, male relatives

different genre conventions, including science : on the deceased’s side could face retribution from

fiction, crime investigation, historical elements, and : the deceased’s family. To resolve this, individuals
: would seek refuge with their maternal relatives until

In An Antique Land, Ghosh explores marine :
lives spanning Europe, Egypt, India, and North :
America, starting with a historical reference to a :
slave in a letter labeled “MS. H.6” in the Jerusalem
archives. It delves into Abraham Ben Yiju, a trader :
from 12"-century Tunisia, and his connections with :
Bomma, an Indian slave, and Ashu, a female from a :
lower social class. The narrative explores Ben Yiju's :
experiences in Fustat/Cairo, Malabar/India, and :
Aden/Yemen, as well as Ghosh’'s own historical :
. evoking memories of European travel history. As an
The Cairo Geniza preserves the Geniza, a collection :
of letters, court records, and writings from the late 11" :
and early 12 centuries. The Cairo Geniza preserves :
important correspondence, including a letter from :
his sibling David to Moses Maimonides, which :
details the receipt of consignments, shipwrecks, a detailed account of Egypt’s modern landscape,
acts of piracy, and updates on personal and societal : highlighting significant changes over seven years. In
¢ 1980, Lataifa, a village without electricity, relied on

Ben Yiju, a prominent figure in India’s history, :
was initially involved in the emancipation of Ashu, :
a female slave. A draft of a deed, dated October :
17, 1132, in Manjarur, India, is the earliest dated :
document in his archives. Goitein discovered this :
highly intriguing document in 1965, sparking :

the Water Council’s office in Calcutta, who discovers

scientific ~ research,  psychological

spiritual contemplation.

anthropology in Lataifa, Nashawy, and Mangalore.

matters.

ongoing efforts to reevaluate the Geniza papers
stored in St. Petersburg. After arriving in India, Ben
Yiju purchased and emancipated Ashu, a girl he
identified as Ashu, the slave girl, the convert, from
Tuluva.

Ghosh’s science fiction, meticulously reconstructing
a speculative account of the mechanism responsible
for malaria transmission. The main character, Antar,
a computer programmer, uncovers the past when
he discovers the ID card of a former colleague and
friend, L. Murugan. “If the system hadn't stalled,

By, OF@haiufesr

Antar would never have guessed that the scrap of
paper on his screen was the remnant of an ID card.
It looked as though it had been rescued from a fire”
(1). Antar discovers that British scientist Ronald Ross,
credited with the revelation of malaria transmission

mysterious.

Abraham Ben Yiju, a Jewish merchant

the deceased’s family was convinced to participate
in a reconciliation meeting. After the sorrow of the
deceased’s relatives has diminished, a pardon will
be officially announced. The two lineages would
convene in a secure central location to negotiate
for compensation, under the supervision of their
elders. This ancient, unchanging law of the Arabs
is a significant aspect of Arab society. Amitav
Ghosh embarks on a voyage following historical
trade routes connecting India and the Middle East,

Indian, both Egyptians and Indians perceive him as
someone who potentially shares a similar cultural
heritage and whose countries have established
historical alliances.

In an Antique Land, Amitav Ghosh provides

a diesel water pump from a nearby town for water
supply. The people of rural Egypt have thrived due
to the abundance of funds from the Gulf region. The
aftermath of the distant war brought about a quiet
economic revolution in rural Egypt, transforming
the lives of the fellaheen. Individuals have been

enrolling their offspring in educational institutions,
: such as schools and colleges, and frequently discuss
: their progress and growth. Today, Egyptians have
: undergone a modernization process, with the main
. catalyst being the influence of Western culture.

The Calcutta Chromosome (1995) is Amitav :

Amitav Ghosh provides a comparative

analysis of ancient Egypt and India, specifically
: focusing on the two continents of Asia and Africa.
: The historical account provides insight into a
: period when international commerce united many
: cultures and religions in India and the Middle
. East. The coexistence and peaceful cohabitation of

297v6T 2024

2 FHA HINE?



Muslims, Jews, and Hindus are remarkable about :
the era that Ghosh investigates. In An Antique :
Land, Ghosh delves into the twelfth century to :
construct his narrative, acquainting readers with :
: the dominations of a native patriarchy and a
He underscores the undeniable existence of a socio- :
cultural tradition, deeply rooted in the religion of :
hospitality, in Egypt and India. This aspect continues :
to have a consistent impact throughout the story, as :
it is evident and tangible during Ben Yiju’s time in :

the twelfth-century cities of Aden and Mangalore.

Mangalore and Bomma’s time in Aden.

The Calcutta Chromosome

of Ronald Ross.

you think you know so you don’t really know it at all:

the impossibility of knowledge (Calcutta 104).

involved in and benefiting from this commerce.

Current Theories of Colonial Discourse state that:

o9veT 2024

is a science :
fiction novel by Amitav Ghosh, set in Calcutta, :
India. Antar investigates the disappearance of his :
associate Murugan, discovering an Indian group :
with shapeshifting abilities. Murugan’s research on :
malaria-transmitting mosquitoes led to the discovery :
of a "counter-science" group, including Mangala, a :
scavenging woman, and Laakhan, a favored servant :
: in Mauritius. Elokshi, his romantic partner, deceives
: him by providing a testimonial against him in court.

Maybe this other team started with the idea that :

knowledge is self-contradictory; maybe they believed : He encounters Ah Fatt, a mixed Chinese and Parsi

that to know something is to change it, therefore in : heritage individual addicted to opium, who becomes

knowing something, you've already changed what : the only one accompanying him on the Ibis.
¢ Conclusion
you only know its history. Maybe they thought that :

knowledge couldnt begin without acknowledging between China and Britain, stems not only from

. cultural differences or territorial disputes but also

According to Joseph Conrad in The Heart of :
Darkness said that: “It must be this miserable trader :
this intruder,” exclaimed the manager, looking back :
malevolently at the place we had left. ‘He must be :
English, Isaid” (Conrad 72). The Chinese government :
banned opium trading in China and imposed :
restrictions on imperial nations, particularly Britain, :
from exporting goods and engaging in trade within
China. They also implemented exorbitant tariffs on :
the importation of opium into China, which greatly :
offended British traders and other foreign individuals :
: the Redruth, transformed the industry of plant
: transportation by sea, transforming the landscape

Deeti, a nurturing mother and homemaker, :

is married to Hukam Singh, a physically disabled : of plant transportation. The book highlights the

laborer at the Ghazipur opium factory. After her challenges faced by native entrepreneurs in the face

husband’s death, Deeti arranges for Kabutri to live : Of Britishimperialism and the exploitation of natural

with her relatives. She is likely to face her demise : resources.
when she decides to perform the sati rite, which :
involves self-immolation on her husband’s funeral :
pyre. However, Kalua, an ox cart guy from the nearby :
hamlet, saves her, and they escape. To avoid her in- :
laws, Deeti and Kalua become bonded laborers on :
the Ibis. According to Benita Parry, Problems in
: distorting history, appropriating literature, exploiting
The discourse of Sati refered as widow sacrifice : resources, and degrading the environment. They

herself in fire, in which the Hindu patriarchal code :

converged with colonialism’s narrativization of
Indian culture to efface all traces of woman’s voice.
What Spivak uncovers are instances of doubly-
oppressed native women who, caught between

foreign masculist-imperialist ideology, intervene
by ‘unemphatic, ad hoc, subaltern rewriting(s) of
the social text of Sati-suicide’. A nineteenth century
Princess who appropriates ‘the dubious place of the
free will of the sexed subject as female” (Spivak, 144)

The wealthy raja Neel Rattan Halder, who
governs the domain of Raskhali, must liquidate his
properties to settle the debt he accumulated during
the opium trade with China. Due to the Chinese
authorities” strong opposition, the opium traffic has
halted, and he lacks sufficient funds to repay his loan.
Burnham and his accomplices engineer a fraudulent
trial to prosecute him for forgery. The court sentences
him to serve as an indentured laborer for seven years

The opium trade, which ignited the struggle

from capitalist ideology. The British merchants
use circular reasoning to assert that they have no
responsibility for the destructive impact of opium
on the Chinese population. The book delves into the
complexities of cooperation and Parsi Bahram Modji’s
involvement in British imperialism as a collaborator.
Bahram, a skilled opium merchant, creates a lucrative
export division in Bombay while opposing the
British monopoly on the Indian subcontinent. British
naturalist Fitcher Penrose, who exploits China’s
abundant botanical resources, Penrose’s vessel,

The Opium Wars were triggered by the brutal
murders of Punhyqua and Allow in Achha Hong,
a city known for its cultural heritage. British and
French warships bombarded Canton, destroying
thirteen foreign factories. European colonizers
were accused of eradicating indigenous cultures,

also encouraged addiction, dehumanized the
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colonized, and economically exploited the Parsi :

minority in India. River of Smoke provides a detailed

The Opium War between China and Britain
was not a sudden conflict but rather the culmination :
of a prolonged struggle between the Chinese :
government’s concern for the well-being of its :
citizens and the self-interest and avarice of the British. : ;;
Foreign merchants could not permanently settle in :
Canton during the trade. Instead, they would retreat : |5
to Macau, which fell under Chinese jurisdiction. The :
community of Fanqui, located outside the city walls : {3
of Canton, was a commercial hub for European and
foreign traders, including Indians and Americans.

. 14.
of the factories in Fanqui, which blended Chinese :
and English architectural styles. The British plant :
had a chapel with a clock tower, while most European :

enterprises displayed flags in front of their buildings.

Colonialism influenced the cosmopolitan ambiance

The Chamber of Commerce organized a :
meeting to address challenges faced by European 16
and foreign traders, such as confiscation of opium : ’
supplies, demand for drug smuggling traders’ :
surrender, and legal prohibitions on the business. : 7
Bahram, a member of the community, actively :
engaged in traditional customs and ceremonies :

. 18.
Despite the joy of the son’s birth, he was unable to :
publicly acknowledge Ah Fatt as his own son. River :
of Smoke and Flood of Fire novel revolves around the :
opium trade in China during the mid-19th century. :
Despite the British profiting from the trade, it had :
a detrimental impact on the Chinese population’s :
health. To protect citizens” well-being and economic :
stability, China implemented various strategies :
to halt the trade. However, European traders :
successfully overcame obstacles and commenced :

illicit trafficking, leading to potential wars against

to ensure that his wife gave birth to a male son.

China.

By, OF@haiufesr
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